= PEED VIE 


DREAMY 
MARI! REALLY 
CREAMY! 


FANTASY AND 
DREAM STUFF, MARI! 
TOTALLY WET! 


(GOT IT! OKAY, MARI, Yl 
TAKE A BREAK. PALILINA, Mi” LETS GO, 
YOU'RE OW. ANDREYA, ja GIRLS! TIME 
YOU'RE UPAFTER d 
PAULINA. 


Y'KNOW, SOMETIMES I FEEL 
ALITTLE O22. 1 MEAN, L 
GET PAID MORE IN A WEEK 

THAN My DAD SOMETIMES 


MADE INA YEAR! 


‘GY 
WHAT THE HECK. YOU'RE 
A ONLY YOUNG AND GOR- 
_-_ GEOUS ONCE, RIGHT? 
= MIGHT AS WELL PUTT 
hy TO GOOD USE, I SAY. 


SOME TIME 


WHERE HAVE I BEEN 

THIS PAST YEAR OR SO? 

SPACE AND TIME DON'T 
MEASURE IT. 


FIRST I ACQUIRED THE 


“CALLING MYSELF W/XEN, I 
ALL-NEW 


BUT I THINK WE DID OUR- 
SELVES PROLIP. 


‘DID FINE UNTIL THE 
ORDERED US: 


PRESIDENT 
AND 
oor 


a 
hig 
of \ 
4 NVYUY 
L/ \ 
) Maal 
. rt 


WELL, T WAS IN 
THE SHOMER WHEN 


BOOMERANG, I 
FIND OUT You 
BEEN SCREWING SIT YOU BUTT 
AROUND, XOUR DOWN. TILL GIVE You 
BUTTS IN BELLE THE CONDENSED 
REVE PERMANEN: VERSION TOBRING WHILE GHG WAS OFF 
0 
Er oA 


4 REAI YOU UP 10 DATE. - ' SNORKELING, SOMEONE CAME 
en ‘ be yr IN AND KILLED ALL HER FELLOW, 


(ee 


‘THIS BLOW-UP OF THE LAST 
PICTURE TELLS Ls. 


|___ ie JA DRL TRANSFER At Ser 
= : j t A ANSFER AT SEA 
ALL THE CAMERAG <= Ferengi cll nall 
bY \ } MAUGT'VE SEEN THE CAMERA 
BUT THE FILM ALREADY : 
6HOT WAG MIGSED BY 
THE KILLERS. 


MEE! 
THE CIRCLE OF DRUG CRIME LORDS 


THAT RUN THE BULK OF THE 
COCAINE TRAFFIC 


FIS CULTIVATION ANO MANUFACTURE. 


SHUT UP, BOOMER. 


MS. MSCABE KNEW 
PEOPLE WITHIN THE ORUG 
ENFORCEMENT COMMUNITY. 
THEY GOT IN TOUCH WITH 
SPEEDY HERE ANDA PLAN 
WAS DEVELOPED THAT 

REALLY FALLS INOUR 
BAILIWICK 


WHERE (N THE WORLO. JUST 
ONE OF A DOZEN MAJOR 
ORUS LORDS OR DRUG. 


MEN LIKE CUIJO OR JORGE OCHOA’ 
VASQUEZ, OR THE BALLESTROS-- 
THEY RULE THROUGH INTIMIDATION 
AND REPRISAL. NO WAY THEY 
CAN BE TOUCHED LEGALLY. 


AND DESTROY ALL THE 
SNOW WE FINO IN 
THERE. a 


YOU'RE ALL ARGUING 
PRINCIPLES! THOSE PEOPLE 
WERE FRIENDS OF MINE! 
OION'T THEY HAVE A RIGHT 
To LVEF! POU TAKE 
CARE OF THE 
TO. HELL WITH THE COCAIME. LEAVE 
MURDERERS RIGHTS! CUJO to ME! 
WHAT ABOUT THE 
VICTIM'S RIGHTS? 


NIGHTSHADE'S THE BEST QUALIFIED; I'LL GO ITONONE CONDITION. YOu 
NIGHTSHADES GOING. FLAG MAY KNOW WHY I JOINED THIS TEAM. 
NOT BE COMING BACK FROM HIS 
MISSION AND, IN ANY CASE, WE 

DON'T HAVE THE TIME TO WAIT. 4 


ALWAYS SUPPOSING 
I CAN'T FIND A REASON BY 
LOOKING REAL HARD; YOU 
UNDERSTAND ME, TRASH?! 


WE'LL HAVE To SPLIT 
TRE TEAM. BLACK ORCHID, 
MSCABE,; AND BOOMERBUTT 
WILL GO FOR CUJO. THE 

REST WILL GOFOR HIS 


f OUT THE FORTRESS 
WILL BE WHEN 
CUIOS DEAD, A 


“CLIIO'S GIVING A LARGE PARTY 
DOWN.IN MEDELLIN. BOOMER, WE FS 
GOT YOU AND THE TWO WOMEN 
AN INVITE. WE'VE SET LP A 


COVER THAT YOU'RE A RLS 

DEALER WHO WANTS TO OPEN 

UPALISTRALIA; MARI AND THE 

ORCHID ARE YOUR 'WINDOW 

DRESSING’. THINK YOU CAN 
HANOLE IT?“ 


EADY KNOW, | ABOUT IT, MR. 
SENOR. IDO NOT/ CLIO. MEAN- 
WHILE, GOT A 

LI'L GIFT FOR 
YER, ABSOLUTELY 


THOSE LI'L BEAUTIES OVE! 
THERE WHAT I CAME IN WITH. 
A DOMINO SET, BLACK AND 

WHITE. 


IN HERE AND TAKE 
OFF ALL YOUR CLOTHES. AND I MUST WARN 
You: I KNOW ALL 
THE PLACES YOU MAY 
TRY TOCONCEAL 
SOMETHING. 


IECOLOGICA, 
n 


oN L 
EXAMS THAT WEREN'T 
AS THOROUGH ! 


WASHINGTON. THE 
OFFICE OF SENATOR 


SENATOR? THERES A 
DEREK POLLIVER HERE 
TOSEE YOU. HE WON'T 
STATE HIS BUSINESS; 
HE JUST SAYS ITS 
VITAL HE SEES yOu. 


SENATOR, I’M SORRY! 


HE JUST BARGED Past... By 


SHALL I CALL 
SECURITY? 


"ALSO (MPLICATED IN 
THE BLOSSOMING ELaaKROOM 
SCANDAL--THE SELLING OF MAYBE BAD ENOUGH TO 
GOVERNMENTAL CONTRACTS -~ KEEP XOU FROM BEING 


PECK. THINGS WERE GONG 
BUA To BE DICEY AS IT WAS. 
HOW, 


YOU'VE GOT RE-ELECTION 
ROBLEMS, SENATOR; I'VE 
GOT INFO TO MAYBE SOLE 
(TWF YOU LIKE (7, T BECOME, 


SENATOR; HAVE YOU 
EVER HEARDOF THE 
SUICIDE SQUAD? 


1 HATE THE GREAT OUTDOORS. 
I WAS A GIRL SCOUT FOR TWO 
WEEKS... LINTIL I WENT ON 
A CAMP-OUT. 


T\ GUERILLAS. GuaRD 
CUIO' COCAINE 
PLANTATION. 


NINE HOURS LINTIL DAWN, 
WHEN MCCABE Ig SUP - 
FO KILL CIO, 


THEY “TAX” CusO 
FOR THE PROTECTION 
AND USE THE MONEY 
TO BUY ARMS AND 

FINANCE THE 
JON. 


S 
THERE'S LOTS OF 
THINGS YOU DO--IN THE 
NAME OF DUTY--THAT 

YOU'RE ASHAMED OF 


UMMM...YOU KNOW, 

BRISCOE, WE'RE GOING 

TO HAVE 7O FIND PLACES 

TO PITCH OUR SLEEPING / 
BAGS. 


IT'S GETTING 
DARK AND WE DON'T 
WANT ANY UNFRIENOLY, 

[> EYES TOSEEIT. 
7 


MY SHADOW POWER. 


KA-CHURIG 


|| Somer 
PS wiP. 


ey <¢ ~~: 
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<stoP! Damn youn 
« T DIO NOT 
TELL YOU TO GO! 


DAMM YOU, MACHINE! OBEY ME OR I'LL 
BLOWOUT YOUR CONTROLS? 


| THE RETURNOF VIXEN 4g 
Na AND THE CONCLLISION TO Bul 


avis 


mines’ 


have never liked the People’s Heroes 
because I consider 


Dear Bob, 

All my compliments to you and your 
crew—especially Ji 
to the Wolves’ 
issue yet. In fact, the Firebird f 
line has been the best of all SUICIDE 
SQUAD tales. I do think the Squad 
stories are best as multi-issue tales, 
the shorter stories in issues 3 and 4 
were the least entertaining so far,and 
even the introductory Jihad plotline 
was a little rushed—three issues 
would have been preferable. 

John's’ plotting is excellent. Ie was 
thoroughly 
‘The pacing was also excellent and i it 
maintained a good level of suspense. I 
felt like had read two issues at the 
end (I really got my 75¢ worth). The 
characterization was also superb—I 
am really enjoying the conflict 
between Flag and Deadshot. Other 
high points of the issue: the People’s 
Heroes references to the Rocket Reds 
and Pozhar; the “Boom-Air”/Black 
Orchid sequence; the Enchantress’ 
murderous attack on Pravda; Sheba 
to the rescue! 

Now the few low points: Sickle and 
Molotov were too easily defeated 
(although the others’ defeats were 
believable); the Squad’s had another 
disaster! So far they have failed to 
destroy the Jihad, failed to prevent 
Godfrey's heuer failed to capture 
Firestorm failed to liberate 
Trigorin. ‘mele only victory was the 
Willem Hell case. In spite of the fact 
that I loved this story, I wish they 
could have a few unqualified 
successes. Also, Flag has to become 
less conscience-filled. It may nothave 
been desirable to want to kill those 
tourists or to sacrifice Nemesis, but 
these things are sometimes unavoid- 
able. I wonder how long he can 
continue as leader. 


foved the moody shot of the People's 
Heroes on the splash page and the 
dramatic. of Sheba on 
page 19. Lean’t wait to see him draw 


Dear John, Robert, Luke, Todd and 
company, 
Let me be clear from the start: I 


rather silly when you think about it. 
Having said that: I found issue #7 to 
be interesting enough to overlookthe 
characterization of the 
Heroes to concentrate on the escape 
from Russia plot. 

I liked the bond the Penguin was 
characterized. His speech about his 
rights asa felon and his belief that he 
acts as an entrepreneur should be 
used as a textbook example to future 
Batman writers of how the character 
should be written. I remember a few 
years ago there was an attempt to 
killer, sort of 


businessman 

Haeckel ont a lot betherin thie tory 
than I ever thought he would. I hope 
someday that John can use the Cat- 
woman in a story because he brings 
out the best in some of my favorite 


middle of weather so terrible it even 
froze a huge lake. 

I completely ‘agree with your com- 
ments in the letters page of issue #3, 
that the operatives should wear their 
own costumes, however, eventually 
when heroes like Nightshade, Black 
Orchid, and Nemesis start appearing 
in public in their costumes fighting 
side-by-side with known criminals the 
public is going to think the heroes 
have gone bad. 

T.E. Pouncey 
hita, KS 

Actually, T.E., the Penguin has 
often been established as being a cold 
weather character. He has survived 
pee weather as noted in the two- 


r Doug Moench wrote circa 
DE TEC TIVE COMICS #540. 
seeee 
Dear Bob, 


I gotta agree with you, dude, SS #7 is 
the best issue yet. God, Idon't see how 


‘DC Comics ine. 
666 Finn Avenue, New York, NY 10103, 


Jenette Kahn, Presicent and Publisher 
Dick 


you people can keep 
guality and intensity! 
is consistently half thia good, youcan 


that the Squad Tobbed: be helps asick 
Eve to the plane; and he won't leave 
Zoya Trigorin and ends up getting 

) Boomer- 


Tends eackanes sberreriove oo 
Soviet and American realities. To top 
it all off, enough irony to keep this 


ened to turn the Squad over to Soviet 
officials, and, as the KGB man said, 


best when you have fewer “super” 
types and more streetfighter/self- 
taught/one-power types. Eve works 
well in the group because her power 
had limits; ditto for June because she 
can’t really be controlled and is 
totally unpredictable. Now, Dead- 
shot and Boomerang work well 
because they're both extremely 
talented in their field, but they easen- 
tially don'tdo anything else (exceptin 
such cases as when we find out that 
Deadshot speaks fluent Russian— 
cool!) 

Janette R. Gerdes 

Box 


343 
Collinsville, IL 62234 


Dear Bob, 

Well, they really botched this mis- 
sion, didn’t they? I'm speaking, of 
course, of the Suicide Squad and the 
conclusion of their Russian adven- 
ture. Not only did Zoya Trigorin get 
killed, but Nemesis wound up being 
left behind in the Soviet Union. Add to 
this the fact that the mission was a 
shambles. Although there were a 
variety of factors that contributed to 
it, [think one of the main reasons that 
they failed was lack of teamwork. Oh, 
sure, there was some teamwork there, 
the kind of teamwork that comes from 
knowing and trusting each other was 


job on the art, this is the most un- 


Squad 
‘Thanks for the return: of Black 


Orchid; and with a major role in the 


rescue team to boot! She's as beauti- 
fulasever' I loved how she “recruited” 
Captain Boomerang on page nine and 
how .she: took out Hammer without 
‘batting an eyelash! You simply must 
have a spotlight issue on this mystery 
lady sometime, with the rest of the 
Squad wondering who she really is, 
how she’s connected, etc 

It's also great to see the People’s 


Heroes put to good use here as the: 


Soviet border guards. This -type of 
Villains crossover should be done 
Bowie in the DC Hine Warde cant 
express how exciting this was, 
watching Rick Flag and Deadshot 
kayo, Molotov, Bronze Tiger whip 
Bolshoi, the Enchantress zap Pravda 
and Boomerang: pound Sickle 

The’ conflcts within the Squad 
imselt kept the ténsion mounting: 
between Rick Flag and Deadshot, 
between .Deadshot and Nemesis, 
between Nemesis and Rick Flag. 
between June and Enchantress and 
Rick with himself. Extra nice touches 
were Tom Tresser offering tohelp Eve 
Eden, Zoya Trigorin offering:to help 
Tom, Tom risking his hfe tor Zova’s 

Es 


‘Neil Abiguist, 
2817: 15th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 


aeone 


Dear Bob, 
nt “Force. X is: a’ spectal group. 


ene 
tain Boomerang 


é 
: 


Tdon't want to denigrate a formula, 
especially when the: recent trilogy 
peated ow viable it a. Neverthelan, 
you have a core of regulars— 
Deadshot has become one of my 
favorites, and would be my choice for 
third:in-command 


have faith in you, John, Luke and 
Bob L.—these last three issues were 
dramatic, exciting, rich in reelpolitik 
and irony ... the People’s Heroes were 
worthy opponents and Ihope we'll see 
& rematch someday (Pravda must 
want to pick a vertebra of her own 
with. the Enchantress). I'm looking 
forward tothe meetirigs with the 
Doom Patrol andthe JLI (after FIRE- 
STORM ANNUAL, Eugiegoing to 

ve an interesting time explaining 
to The Batman what he's doing since 
the Forgotten Heroes disbanded), and 
amy confident that things will get 
better and better in the farure. But at 
the moment, I still have a few doubts 
and thought I should’ pass them on 


80 far, 


with their lives and their allegiances. 
As you see this month, we have a 
pretty even mix of men and woment— 
i anything, there are mére key 
women than men for this caper. The 
heroes-villains . equation is +a’ bit 
tougher because we're dealing with 
bruised personalities. What. makee 
someone a: hero is @ cerzain nobility 
and grace under pressure. Flag was a 
hero but got a lot of grief.in return 
while Nemesis was a hero before he 
almost-died. Nightshade is a heroine 
who has some very serious problems 
bubbling near the surface—we'll get 
to them this spring. And Enchan 
tress started as a heroine and got 
warped by her power 4 
Weill be playing with these themes 
and personalities, even curing one ot 
two bruises before too much longer. 


pe Oe MELE 
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